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| THE. Wir 
POSSIBILITY, 
| Apparitions: 1 
Tt AT--thers- «ey 
ts and Ineots 
poreat Beings ; is 
| there are Men. None but 
a Sadducee or an Arbei 
There is an Irviſſble 
| World as well as Vile; 


F 
Spiri 
Ino leſs certain than that 
| will pretend to deny It; 
A 2 ae 


be Poſſibility y 
Therefore there are vi- 
Alle mhaptrants as wells 
Vijille, is * and 
convin cing. 


That . is an a 0. 


ble World , is undeniably 
proved from the Obſerva- 
tion of this that is Yi/ible. 
Lift up thine Eyes to- 
Al anhang ge 
un Atheaſt , & 
720 d tell me what thou 
ft... Obſerve that Faſt | 
Expanſum „that ſtately 
- Canopy, that Triumphal 
Arch that hangs over thy If 
Head. Canſt thou be ſo 
| ſtupid: as to imagine, SS 
| this is the Terminus, the 


eaven, O thou 


Boun- | 


= Ithou canſt not be ſo ſot- 


of Apparitio ons. 


Boundaries of the Uni- 
Iverſe? Ts there nothin 


further than what tho 
ſeeſt, or beyond What 
thine Eye can reach? Sure 


tin ag to have ſuch A 


Faney.. 

$ being granted , 
That there are vaſt un 
own Regions, far 08 
and beyond theſe Viſible 


Heavens, Canſt thou be 


ſo rhiſtaken as to ſuppoſe, 
that thoſe Stately Apart 
ments are empty and un- 
urniſhed, like a wild De- 
fart without Inhabitants ? 
There are Therefore Spi- 


rits and Immortal Souls. 
+ A3 We 


© Lhe Wy 
| We are next to quien 
_ Whether theſe Spirits, and 
$ ſeparated Souls, can ſo ap- 


as to be viſibly ſeen 
Lorry converſed with here 


ate Earth > 


If an Atheif ſhall here! 
tell 1 cand it s a Po- ra 


pie Pla), N 
Hur though be hath * 

been in Flace where * 

F. Paſſages have been f 
pretended , yet he never 155 
could ſee am of theſe Gbeſti, © 
he. never could Diſcourſe or 
with an Apparition, though . 
le bath \ninch defired ith 
Ear | To AVE 


ef Apparitions.. 7 
To this I do thus 


Anſwer. © 


ASE 


Hat this is but 4 
3 N ng Teſtimo- 
ny, and the ment 
e Hravn from it 1 fl and 
nconcluding, mY 
"Tis juſt as wiſe an Ar 
A ument as this. I never 
„In my Life ſaw a Tartar, 
„Therefore there are no 
uch Men. For though 
25. Nou and I, and Thouſands 
re ore, have never ſeen any 
f thoſe Rugged Fellows; 
8 yet there are thoſe who 
Tohave ſeen them, and too 
A4 many 


| 


me Poſibility 
W- many who have felt 
| them. 


And thus it is as to Spi- 
rits and Departed Souls. 
The Queſtion is not 
what theſe Atheiſts have 
ſeen, but what other Men 

may have ſeen. Poſſibly, 
as a juſt Judgment upon 
them, to harden them in 
their Infidelity, God may 
have cloſed their Eyes 
and Ears, when the Eyes 
and Ears of Others have 
been open. 4 
We are therefore to 
Examine, Whether ſuc 
Apparitions are not poſſi- 
ble, though ſome Men 
have never ſeen them. F 
þ But 


ö 


of Apparitions. 
et Bur before I proceed 


8 

Imy Proofs, it will be per 
cent 10) Premiſe hath 

Two h 


1. That this Queſtion 
concerning Apparitions is no 
ain. Speculation, nor tdle 
Curioſity, but is an Enquiry | 
of the greateſt Importance $ 
in the Defence of which 
the Chriſtian Religion "ts 
bighly concerned.  _. 
We are fallen into afi 
Age, wherein among ſomes 
Men, and thoſe not 4 
ew, Atheiſm is infaſhion, 
\nd 2 Modiſh, and 3 
diece of Gallantry to be 
In Infidel. Tis Manly, 
uth - a 5 nav, 


Wo Jvc Poſibility 
na y, Heroically Great, to 
have outgrown the Panick Proc 
Terrers of another World. noth 
We have lived to hear evid 
the Doctrine of Spiritalthe 
Derided ; and that Grandiing 
Fundamental Article o 
our Faith, Of Life Ever- 
lafting, and of Living a- 
gain, to be not only De- 
niet, but Burleſqued and 
Ridiculed. 
Nou in ſuch an Age asf 
Ss this, it is not only ſeaſo- 
nable but — * , to 
examine the Truth o 
| theſe Apparitions. 
For if theſe Appariti 
ons are real, and whatF' 
chey pretend to be, the 
ar}. 


of Apparztions. 14 
tol are then a moſt ſenſible 
Proof of Spirits, and a- 
4 nother Life. They are 
arlevident Conviction, That 
the Soul is a ſeparate Be- 
ing diſtin from the Bo- 
dy. That it is Immortal, . 
and can Live and Subfiſt 
1thout the Body. Than 
e- It may again be reunited 
o the Body, and together 
7ith the Body, fhall Live 
and Subſiſt, either Happy 
br Miſerable, to all Eter- 
"hh fo RES 
7 Theſe Things are evi- ; 
1805 7 Conſt ring 
ti Ppon the Truth of Appa: 
natfitions. An therefore | 
eyls of great Concernmeti 
_— 


1 


888 


3 | 5285 9 at | 
to eſtabliſn and confirm I. 


2. 1 muſt Premiſe and 
| Acknowledge, That there 
t 4 great deal of Cheat 
and Delufion concerning Ap- 
patetions. And that there 
ard abundance of Lying 
Storzes of this nature a}: 
wong /t the Yulgar. 
he Generality of Man- 
] is very credulous 
ignorant, 5 | —_ 
pus; edi ping 2 
ter Sehe ol this N * 
And there have beer 


of Aiparitions.. 13 | 
Fears, and have not fail. 
ed, on all ſuitable Oc- 
caſions, to practiſe upon 
d them. 
re This hath been very 
at frequent in Popiſh Coun- 
pf tries, for the Conſirmati- 
on of Purgatory, and o- 
ther Romiſh Doctrines. 
And on this account it is, 
That ſuch Legends, and 
Lying Stories of Appa- 
ritions and Miracles, have 
iti been ſo famous amongſt 
af them. "IE 
And even among t Pro- 
teſtants, abundance of 
theſe Apparitions Have 
been mere Banter and 
10 Colluſion, or the _ 


ar 
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ſions of Fear, and a Me- 

lancholy Imagination. 
This I Bj grant. m: 


Which being Premiſed, viſ 
I now proceed to examine ¶ gh] 
the P ofibility of Human COL 
Apparitions. 3 Wo 


5 I; Angels have appeared, tu 
Therefore Human Souls Pro 
may likewiſe appear. 
The Force and Lopick 
of the Argument doth lye 


in Wa ene 
tual and | Incorporeal, as 


Souls are of rhe fate Na- 
ture; with Angels ; 0 fl. 
1 . l * * N 


* 


ef Appariuzons, 14 
if An cls have viſibly ap- 
pear Day - Souls 
may appear likewiſe. - 
N ow that Angels have 

1, £ viſibly appeared, 
le ſibly Converſed and. Diſ- 
A 9 with Men and 
Women, is ſo frequently 


pture, that it needs no 
Proof, 

From whence I infer 
hus : 

That ſince Angels have 


uman Souls De 


Ja- when God ſhall. pleaſe 
lri- go permit or appoint 
as hem ) they have Capa- 
le ity t to Appear alſo. 


2. Hu- 


and ſen 


recorded in Holy Scri- 


o frequently Appeared '7 


| 
| 
| 
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2. Human Souls De- 
parted have not only a 
Capacity to Appear, as 
bing Life, and Senſe, 
and Motion, but alſo they 
may ſometimes have an 
Inclinatton to Appear, and 
to be employed ſor the 
Service of Men. And this 
we preſume to ſuppoſe, 


becauſe of that great Love 


and Affection they till 
retain for their Friends 
and Acquaintance amongſt 
whom they lived , and 
from whom they ſo lately 
Came. 


But 


of Apparitions. x7 | 


But againſt this S 
ſition, there is a —_ and 
Popular | 


Objeftion. 


Leſſed Souls Departed 
are at reſt. They reſt 
from their Labours. Rev. 
14. 13. And therefore tis 
a vain Fancy to imagine, 
that they can be ſo far di- 
|  ſtarbed, as to leave their 
Heavenly Habitations, and 
to come again into this low- 


er World. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


is ie Poſibiliry. 
To this 1 thus f 
| Anſwer. 


| ſed Angels are not 
confined to their Heaven- 
IV Habitations, but are 
often ſent to this Lower 
World ; why ſhould we 
think that the Souls of 
* the Juſt are ſo limited and 
- reſtrained , as that upon 
ſome ſpecial Service, They 
may not likewiſe be ſent 
to us Men for our Benefit 
and Advantage: 


They 


Hat ſince the Bleſ- | 


| not 3 „ a8 


of Apparitions. 19 
They reſt indeed from 
their Labours and their 
Sorrows, but not from 
their Duty and their Ser- 
vice. 


In ſhort ; Why may 


well as , be Mi- 
niſtring, $ 
to miniſter for 


Hall be Fells / 2 


tion ? 


If now your Curioſi- 


ty ſhall further prompt 


you to examine the Mo- 
dus of ſuch Apparitions; 


How and in what Man- 
er Departed Souls do ap- 


pear? 
| Are 


2 ſen * | 


ne Poſiliry 


Are they reunited to 
their Terreſtrial Bodies ? 
That is, Do they re- 
aſſume thoſe groſs and 
 NluggiſhBodies from which 
they were ſeparated by 
Death? Or rather, Is 
not ſuch their Appear- 
ance in certain Atheri- 
al Bodies, or Airy Ve- 
hicles ( as Philoſophy 
calls them) which be- 
ing pure and refined, 
do eaſily and in an in- 
ſtant take any Impreſſi- 
on, and are moulded into 
any Shape? 


To 


, Apparitions. 2x || 
To this, at preſent, I 
ſhall make no other Re- 
ply than thus : HO 


Such Apparitions way 
be true, though we are not 


| of them. — 
| For though ö as J have 
already granted, abun- 
dance of theſe Appariti- 


ter and Collaſion , or the 
Impreſſions of Fear , and 
a Melancholy Imaginati- 
on ; yet ſome of theſe 
Appearances have been ſo 
- 4 Publickly Viſible, and — 
__ 


able to explain the Manner 


ons have been mere Ban- 


22 The Poſbility, K. 
well Atteſted, that if there 
is ſuch a Thing as Fides 

Hiſtorica, and 1 we may 
believe any Paſſage which 
we our Selves did nat 
actually ſee, the Truth of 
fuch A is not to 
be Diſputed. 


